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The car sprang to life.

The Search Begins

Back in Florida, Sky, frantic
with worry, hacked into her mom’s
credit card statement online,
hoping for some clue as to her
whereabouts. She saw that her
‘mom had purchased a T-shirt at
Scotty's Castle the day before.
Immediately, Sky contacted the
California Highway Patrol (CHP)
and a search was launched.

Scouring the 5,200 square miles
of Death Valley—a region the size
of Connecticut—is a slow and
painstaking process. Already, the
women had been missing for 24
hours. Finding them as soon as
possible was critical.

Meanwhile, Donna, Gina, and
Jenny found themselves on a road,
ifit could be called a road, that
wasutterlyinsane: a series of steep
hills that rose and fell sharply, one

| B Naratve Norfic.. | [S] ScopE0sonss-

~Donna gunned the
carup each one, then let gravity
take them down. “If we got stuck
between hills, 1 knew we were done
for,” she remembers. “We'd never
beable to climb out.

Gina gripped the passenger
handle in terror; on one especially
violent bump, it ripped right offin
her hand.

And then they sawit: Offin the
distance was a stand of trees—a
splash of glorious green in a sea of
desolate brown. They'd actually
gimpsed the trees the day before,
after they'd lost their way.

Now, their lives depended on
‘making it back to those trees.
Because where there are trees,
thereis water.

They drove until they ran out of
gas, this time for good. Thankfully,
thetrees were onlya short hike
from the car. But every step was
agony. It was at least 125 degrees.
‘The superheated rocks on the

< || Q. scope scholastic

porch
inthe middle of Death Valley was
onein amillion,” Gina says.

The arude campsite would
become their lifeline.

Ginabrokeinto one of the
trailers, using tools she doggedly
retrieved from the car. They found
stale oatmeal, cans of beans,
beer, and somejerky so old it had
tumed white. It was slim pickings,
but Donna was over themoon. 1
thought, OK, 1 can keep us alive for
two weeks on this,” she says.

Theyfound two mattresses and
dragged them out to the porch.
‘That night, any sleep was hard-won
inthe unrelenting heat.

In the moming came what
would prove to be the best find
ofall: On the back of one of the
trailers was a hose.

They turned it on, and to their
utter joy, hot water gushed out. “It
was the worst water I'd ever tasted
but also the best,” Gina says.
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‘That day, the women had a
Iot to do. They explored the area,
looking for anything they could
use. Theybroke nto the other two
trailers and found a radio. Gina
hooked it up to the car battery, but
theheat was too intense
to stayin the sun long
enough to raise anyone
oni

By then, Gina was
sick with dehydration

| B Naratve Norfic.. | [S] ScopE0sonss-
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Down in the camp, Donna was
helping Gina bathe when they
heard Jenny screaming. Gina
sprang from the water and, wearing
a towel, ran outside to see Jenny
wildly waving a yellow blanket.
There, in the sky,a
helicopter was flying
straight toward them.
They were saved.
When Johns and
Steele landed, they

Donna learned

and exhaustion and
felt unable to eat.

. ‘when she
Donna coaxed her into

swallowing a few bites of

survival skils from
ateacher she had

years old. She
eredits him with

were overjoyed to find
24 the women alive. The
e pilots arranged for a

‘man known as Lizard

saving their lives.

oatmeal.

‘The daywore on, and the
women prepared for another night
in the wildemess.

Rescued!

On July 25, two CHP
pilots, Tyler Johns and Scott
Steele, were scouring the
area from their helicopter.
“Their mission had been

reclassified. It was no longer
arescue. It was a recovery—
there was little hope of
finding the women alive.
The pilots were about to
give up when they decided
to take afinal pass over one

Lee, who lived up in the
‘mountains, to bring gas and show
them back to the main road. Lee,
the onlyresident for hundreds of
miles, is a volunteer for the park
service, patrolling the region for

SCOPE050115- SCOPE-05011
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anyone unfortunate enough to
get stuck there. In fact, Lee had
spotted the women days earlier but
had lost track of them.

Giddyjoy overtook the women
astheyraced out of the park. When
they pulled into a gas station, it
was as though they'd arrived at
thefinest restaurant in the world.
Ginaand Jennytore through the
aisles, grabbing nachos, hot dogs,
chips,ice cream, soda—anything
they could get their hands on—
and shoveling the food into their
‘mouths with wild abandon.

Looking Back
It'sbeen five years since that
terrible ordeal in the desert. Today,
Ginaand Jenny areboth in school.
Donna still sends Christmas cards

to Johns and Steele. She has also
become friends with the
owners of the campsite that
saved their lives.

Ginalooks back on what
happened with a sense of
pride. She saysit changed
her, made her more
confident.

Having survived
something so horrible, she
says she’s prepared for
anything life may throw

%\ [§ scopEos011s-
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‘mouths with wild abandon.

Looking Back
It’sbeen five year:
terrible ordeal in the desert. Today,

ince that

Gina and Jenny are both in school.

become friends with the
fthe campsite that

saved their lives.
Ginalooks back on what
happened with a sense of
pride. she

her, made her more

it changed

confident.
Having survived
something so horrible, she
says she's prepared for
anything life may throw
at her. “You have to be
thankful for every da
get,” Gina says

What makes Death Valley so fascinating? What makes it so dangerous? Answer both questions ina
well-organizad essay. Support your ideas with datails from the artida and, optiorally, the vidao.
Send your essay to DEATH VALLEY CONTEST. Five winners will each get a copy of Lost in the
River of Grass by Ginny Rorby. See page 2 for datails.
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AS YOU READ, How does the author describe the
THINK ABOUT:  [andscape? over hundreds of millions of ye:
by volcanoes and earthquakes
eath Valley is the hottest place on Earth.  Rockysnoweapped mountains
The searing heat sucks the air out of Jut thousands of feet into the sk
‘while vast salt flats and sand dune:
your lungs and scorches the bottoms of .
N sizzle in the sun on the valley floor
your feet. It's sodry thatacorpse can ot o
shrivel into a mummy. Every year at well dbove 120 degrees Fahrenheit.
least one person dies here. (Therecordis131)
‘These extremes are brutal but
It was in this desert Nevada. Donna was also fascinating, whichis why
inferno that on July 22, eager to show Jenny nearly 1 million people visit the
010, 17-year-old Gina the spectacular sights  park each year. Most come during
oper, her mother, of the West. Already the cool winter months. Danna,
Donna, and their they'd seen the Grand Gina, and Jenny knew that visiting
friend Jenny Leu Canyon, San Francisco, inJuly meant extreme heat. But
19, became SUAded. o, Cuuper (ot sed . 10 LOSANgEles. Now it would be a shortwip, mostly in
Lost, withno cell phone Jenuy Leang Domna wanted to show Donna's air-conditioned
service and very little ‘her Death Valley. Gina car. So Donna
‘water, their chances of survival decided to come along, and 4 packed food and
wereslim....and gettingslimmer  the three set out for Scotty's A water for the day,
by the moment. Castle, a historical site and " and stocked the car
‘museum from the 19 withmaps, aroadside
Blazingly Hot Death Valley ‘hazard kit, tools, blankets,
Like so many disaster stories, National Park
this ane begins unremarkably: with aplace of st:
aplan for apleasant day trip. Dbeauty and devastating
Jenny, astudent from Hon extremes. The more
was spendin
with Donna, wholived in Pahrump,
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phone chargers, and afirst-aid kit.
little did she know they would
soon bein a fight for their lives.

What Went Wrong?

As planned, the women spent a
fewhours at Scotty’s Castle. They
left for home around 3 p.m. On
their way out, they passed a sign
for the Racetrack—one of Death
Valley's star attractions. It's a large
dried-up lake bed called a playa,
scattered with rocks that seem to
‘move on their own, leaving striking
tracksin the dirt behind them. The
women decided they shouldn’t
‘missthe chance to see it.

They drove.

And drove.

And drove.

“They came to an intersection of

dirt roads called Teakettle Junction.

‘That must have been where they
took a wrong turn, because they
began gaining elevation, winding
up into the mountains. They tried
to head back the way they'd come,
but with each passing mile became

SCOPE-050115-Nonfiction.peff

+ 10

‘morelost. “Everythinglooked the
same,” Donna says. “It was awful.
Only the park’s main roads
were shown on their map. So they
tumed on the car’s GPS. With
cool certainty, the GPS delivered
directions: Turn right in 500 yards.
Continue straight ahead for 1 mile.
To their dismay, it soon became
clear that the GPS was useless. Such

‘mapping systems are notorious for
leadingtravelers astrayin remote
placeslike Death Valley. The

year before, a woman had gotten
lost there following her GPS. She
survived, but tragically, her 6-year-
old son did not.

Hours went by. The women
had driven hundreds of miles. The
fuel tank drifted toward empty, as
did their supply of drinking water.
Darkness fell, and a blaze of stars
tore open the sky. Around 10 p.m.,
the car sputtered to a stop.

They were out of gas.

By now, their friends and
families were gripped by worry.
Among them was Donna’s eldest

daughter, Sky,21, who
g | lived in Florida. Skyhad

& || Q. scope scholastic

when her mother failed to call and
checkin, Sky knew something was
temiblywrong,

6rim News

Around 6am., Donna, Gina,
and Jenny awoke from a long and
frightening night in the car. Looking
around, they realized how truly
desperate their situation was. Yet
theyremained dearheaded.

‘They decided that Gina would
set out on foot to look for signs of
life. While she was gone, Donna
and Jenny foraged for food. They
found some pine needles, which
are nutrient-rich, and some cactus,
though these proved too difficult to
eat, even using Donna’s knife.

‘Two hours later, Gina returned
with grim news: She had seen car
tracks but no people—only parched
and barren land. By now, only a few
sips of precious water remained,
and the heat was growing steadily
‘more oppressive. Gina begged her
‘mom to try starting the car again. It
seemed pointless—the car was out
of gas—but whynot?

Donna put the keyin the
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after the other. Donna gunned the
carup each one, then let gra

for,” she remembers,
beable to climb out.

Gina gripped the pass:
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violent bump, it ripped right offin
her hand.

And then they sawit: Offin the
distance was a stand of trees—a
splash of glorious green in a sea of
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‘The human body is not made to
withstand such high temperatures.
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‘The brain becom

sets in and organs begin to shut
down. Without treatment, death
will follow.

But Donna, Gina, and Jenny

werenot about t
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