Article of the Week #13  

Name: _______________________________
* Circle words that are unfamiliar and define using context clues.
*Write at least 5 questions that show what you are wondering as you read.
*Underline at least 3 facts and draw a symbol/picture in the margins to represent each fact.
*Write at least 5 comments (feelings or connections) that show you understand the text.

	Annotation Rubric
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	
Progressing
	Not There Yet

	
	Strong evidence of interaction with the text.
	Good evidence of interaction with the text.
	Some evidence of interaction with the text.
	Little/no evidence of interaction with the text.

	
	50 points
	40 points
	30 points
	20 points
(or below)


How much is that doggie in the window? A lot
By The Chicago Tribune

Getting a new dog? You’ll have to buy food, a collar and a leash. Those, and the cost to buy a new pup, pretty much cover it, right?
Not quite. Most new pet owners greatly underestimate what it actually costs to own a dog, say Wisconsin veterinarians Race Foster and Marty Smith. Together, they started the pet supply company Drs. Foster and Smith.
Many Expenses Associated With Owning A Dog
Besides food and trips to the veterinarian, pet owners may have to pay for fences, crates and carriers, treats, toys and poop bags. A dog may also need training classes, boarding when you travel, dog walking, dog-sitting, grooming and teeth-cleaning. Also on the list are medicines to fight fleas, ticks and heartworms. If it has not already been done, a dog will need to be spayed or neutered to prevent pregnancy. Still more costs are likely to add up from carpet cleaning, ruined furniture, scratched doors and dug-up gardens.
That’s if you have a healthy dog. Allergies, eye trouble and other problems can show up, too.
The American Pet Products Association puts the yearly cost of a dog at $1,641. The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, ASPCA, says the yearly cost is $695. Both agree that first-year costs are higher.
Dogs From A Breeder May Cost Less Long-Term
Americans spend huge amounts of money every year on pet food, vet care and the purchase of pets, according to the American Pet Products Association. The price to adopt a rescue dog ranges from $25 to $300. To purchase a certain type of dog from a breeder, the cost is $3,000 and up.
A higher price might deliver a dog that costs less long-term. Tessa Rawitzer from Bellingham, Washington, spent $2,500 on an Australian labradoodle pup, which she named Arnold. That price included documentation that both parents were free of inherited problems. Also included in the price were neutering, shots, deworming, a crate and a manual. 
Rawitzer is hoping all that will mean fewer vet bills over the dog’s life. Her last dog, a well-loved rescue mutt named Jake, wound up costing much more. Jake was a 115-pound mix of German Shepherd, Akita and Great Dane. He tore a knee ligament while running. Then a few months later, he tore another. Surgery and follow-up care cost $8,000. Arthritis and other problems, with accompanying pain and medicine, came later.
Many Unknowns With Dogs From Shelters
Rawitzer has had dogs all her life, usually rescues. This time, too, she went to the shelter first. They had Chihuahuas and pit bulls, but their health and temperaments were unknown to the shelter owners. “I was not going to chance it,” Rawitzer said. “You don’t know what you’re getting.”
Lynn Barklage from Lake St. Louis, Missouri, got her dog, Sandy, from a pet store. At a check-up, the vet noticed something odd about Sandy’s leg. A trip to another doctor showed a bone problem. Choices presented to Barklage included surgery, which cost $1,500, or doing nothing, which could make matters worse later. “She was young; she had her whole life ahead. And we loved her. She was a great dog,” Barklage said.
Surgery was the right decision, Barklage says, but Sandy's recovery was slow and stressful. “But she was worth every penny. Dogs are. She lived six years after that,” Barklage said.
New owners often don't consider the possible cost of accidents, Rawitzer says. Arnold, her labradoodle, once lapped up a tiny, tasty piece of a barbecue-cleaning brush. An X-ray, treatment and follow-up X-ray came to $400. That accident happened during regular vet hours. The next time Arnold ate something he shouldn’t have, it was on a weekend. That trip to the emergency vet came with a $1,200 bill.
Dogs Require A Lot Of Time
Cost is not the only concern. Most new owners also don’t realize the time a dog requires, says vet Michelle Schraeder. She owns the Mountain Veterinary Hospital in Bellingham, Washington. That includes training, socialization with other dogs and people and whatever it takes to ensure the pups a good home life. 
Rawitzer, a lifelong dog owner, agrees. “You need to walk your dog. It’s excellent exercise and socialization for humans too. It’s a good way to make new friends."
Spending the time on a pet dog is worth it, Rawitzer says. "You get back a whole lot of love."


	Monday:
Read the article and annotate – follow the annotation directions at the top of the page!

	Tuesday: Answer the following multiple choice questions

1. Overall, the article is organized around …..
a. A comparison of dogs from shelters and breeders
b. A list of various kinds of costs of owning a dog.
c. A story about a dog and its health problems as it aged.
d. A problem some people have with their dogs and the solution

2. What is the connection between the introduction (paragraphs 1-2) and the final section, “Dogs require a lot of time”? 
a. The introduction asks questions about the basic needs of dogs and their owners, and the final section gives a specific list of everything they need.
b. The introduction tells the reader about two veterinarians who own a supply company, and the final section lists some of the supplies the sell.
c. The introduction outlines the reasons why some people do not want to own dogs, and the final section contrasts reasons why people love their dogs. 
d. The introduction suggests many people do not know what it costs to own a dog, and the final section adds that they also need to spend time on their dogs. 

3. Which paragraph from the article BEST supports the idea that paying more for a dog upfront may not prevent surprise expenses?
a. New owners often don’t consider the possible cost of accidents, Rawitzer says. Arnold, her labradoodle, once lapped up a tiny piece of barbecue-cleaning brush. An X-ray, treatment and follow-up X-ray came to $400. That accident happened during regular vet hours. 
b. Surgery was the right decision, Barklage says, but Sandy’s recovery was slow and stressful. “But she was worth every penny. Dogs are. She lived six years after that,” Barklage said
c. Rawitzer has had dogs all her life, usually rescues. This time she went to the shelter first. They had Chihuahaus and pit bulls, but their health and temperaments were unknown to the shelter owners. 
d. At a check-up, the vet noticed something odd about Sandy’s leg. A trip to another doctor showed a bone problem. Choices presented to Barklage included surgery, which costs $1,500, or do nothing. 


	Wednesday: Correct the following sentences for sentence structure and spelling. 

4. lynn barklage from lake st. lois, missouri, got her dog Sandy  from a Pet stor


5. besides food and tripz to the veterinarian pet ownerz may have to pay for fences crates and carriers treats toys & poop bags


6. the amrican pet products association puts the yearly cost of a dog at 1641



	Thursday:  Respond to the following prompt in a detailed paragraph of 4 sentences or more. Be sure to include text evidence to support your answer. 

Before making the choice to adopt a dog, what are some things you should consider?
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